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INTRODUCTION

Named Cooperative of the Year by Tim Atkin MW in his 2019 and 
2021 Rioja Special Reports, Bodegas Sonsierra has 136 grower 
members, and with over 1,500 vineyards ranging from 400–750 
metres above sea level, the winery either directly owns or 
manages over 30% of all vineyards in Rioja Alta’s Sonsierra 
area. All members are highly supportive to the 
management’s forward-thinking, innovative strategies, and 
impressively under the new “Viñedos Singulares” (Single 
Vineyard) classification, they boast 9 of these special designation 
vineyards, more than any other Rioja producer. Today, 
Bodegas Sonsierra is the second largest bottling 
cooperative in Rioja, and is an exemplar of coordination and 
collaboration between their expert vine growers and their 570 
hectares of vineyards. 

They are are at the forefront of a genuine revolution in 
winemaking, and their unmatched commitment to quality as a 
collective has positioned them as one the most visionary 
winemakers in the Rioja region.
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HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY

Bodegas Sonsierra was founded on 3 January 1961 and opened on 15 May 1962 
- when winemaking was the economic driver of the Rioja region - and comprised 
244 vine growers and 430 hectares of vineyards. Those founding winemakers 
were also the descendants of countless generations that had cultivated and 
tended these vines in the past. To speak of Sonsierra is, therefore, to speak of 
centuries of history. They are now the best-known producer in San Vincente 
de la Sonsierra, the most awarded wine producing town in Rioja and Spain. 
Bodegas Sonsierra has always been a pioneer in Rioja’s winemaking industry, 
striving to push boundaries and innovate. A collaborative effort, each and every 
member of the team is very supportive to the management’s forward-thinking,  
innovative strategies.
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VINEYARDS & ESTATE

Bodegas Sonsierra’s vineyards are planted on rolling terrain in small plots and 
terraces, and at altitudes that range from 420 metres in the lowlands near the River 
Ebro to 770 metres in the foothills of the Cantabrian Mountains. The varying altitudes 
generate different responses in the vines to rainfall and temperature variations, 
enabling excellent ripening in at least two thirds of their vineyards even during years 
of extreme weather. Year after year, this produces wines with a consistency of quality 
and personality that is very hard to achieve elsewhere.

On their estate they grow the traditional native varieties of the Rioja region: 
Tempranillo (red varieties) and Macabeo (white varieties), and have recently begun 
planting Tempranillo Blanco, another native variety which they are revitalising and 
will use to produce white wines of the very highest quality.

Thanks to the longstanding tradition of vine-growing in Sonsierra, their vineyards 
are notable for their age and quality. Even the youngest vines are an average of over 
20 years old, while around a quarter of their vineyards – 150 hectares – is made up 
of old-growth vines ranging from 30 to 130 years old. 

This heritage is key in producing wines of such outstanding quality. Such long-lived 
vines are better adapted to the area’s geography and climatic conditions and are 
able to moderate their production levels naturally; they have a smaller yield than 
younger vines, but their fruit has a deeper, better-defined flavour.
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WINEMAKING & THE WINEMAKER

Years of work, research and experimentation have 
shown Bodegas Sonsierra that quality starts in the 
vineyard. Accordingly, they strive to ensure their 
vines are exceptionally well tended. 

They also strive to obtain low yields and a well-
balanced vine (i.e. a balance between fruit production 
and wood growth), both of which are extremely 
important for the production of great wines. Chief 
winemaker Rafa Usoz oversees the handpicking and 
sorting of all vineyard parcels. 

Due to the geography of their vineyards and the 
local vine-growing traditions, which mostly favour 
goblet-trained plants, they harvest all grapes by hand 
and fruit is only collected when it has reached the 
optimum level of ripeness.

Moreover, their extensive range of hectares of 
vineyards, with vines of different ages planted at 
different altitudes, provides a wide range of qualities 
to choose from when producing wines with different 
flavour profiles.

Such efforts in the vineyard are maintained inside 
their winemaking facilities, where everything is 
governed by attention to detail, selection of the 
best raw materials and the application of the latest 
production techniques.

The winery’s facilities have been expanded and 
renovated over time as Sonsierra has demonstrated 
its fanatical commitment to quality. The acquisition 
of the latest winemaking technologies has 
enhanced their technical development and enables 
them to combine tradition with modernity in their 
oenological processes, all the while respecting 
the natural evolution of the wine. Uniquely, under 
the new “Viñedos Singulares” (Single Vineyard) 
classification, Bodegas Sonsierra boasts 9 of these 
special designation vineyards, more than any other 
Rioja producer. They amplified this in 2020 with 
the creation of an entirely separate new winery 
for their Viñedos Singulares wines, an investment 
permitting winemaking which means the highest 
possible standards for these limited-supply, 
revered wines.
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RANGE

Seleccion Tempranillo DOCa Rioja Crianza DOCa Rioja

Seleccion Rosado DOCa Rioja Reserva DOCa Rioja

Seleccion Viura DOCa Rioja Gran Reserva DOCa Rioja
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RANGE

Tempranillo Blanco DOCa Rioja

Perfume de Sonsierra DOCa RiojaMadurado en Bodega 

Pagos de la Sonsierra DOCa Rioja
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